Left renal vein reconstruction after right nephrectomy and inadvertent left renal vein ligation: a case report and review of the literature.
Left renal vein ligation has been used as a technical aid to gain exposure to the perirenal aorta and to control bleeding in abdominal aortic operations. Left renal vein ligation is considered to be well tolerated in patients with 2 functioning kidneys, but has rarely been described in the setting of concomitant right nephrectomy and presents a management challenge. Some reports suggest recovery of renal function may be possible after left renal vein ligation during right nephrectomy, but other suggest that a delay in revascularizing the left renal venous drainage may result in irreversible nephropathy. This article reports the inadvertent division of the left renal vein during right nephrectomy. Renal failure ensued postoperatively. The left renal vein was reconstructed, and renal function was recovered. The inability to reliably predict which patients will have adverse outcome after left renal vein ligation in the setting of a right nephrectomy may necessitate preemptive intervention.